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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Art Unit: 3632 

This is the third office action for application number 10/659,731, Work 
Stand, filed on September 10, 2003. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission 
filed on June 9, 2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter that the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4 and 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
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It is not clear if the applicant is intending to recite the subcombination of a 
work stand for supporting a workpiece (as recited in the preamble of claims 4, 12 
and 13), or the combination of a work stand and 'a workpiece (as recited near the 
ends of claims 4, 12 and 13, "wherein a first end of the workpiece..." and "wherein a 
second end of the workpiece..."). The applicant must make it clear whether the 
workpiece is intended to be recited functionally or positively as part of the 
combination with the work stand. For the purposes of this office action, the 
Examiner will assume the workpiece is recited merely functionally 'such that the 
subcombination of a work stand for supporting a workpiece is the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The text of those sections of Title 35 U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

* 

Ferris '981. 
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First Bong 
end brace 



Ferris '981 discloses a stand (above) comprising first and second support 
sections (above) each having first and second ends, a first rotatable mount (above) 
disposed upon the first support section proximate to the second end thereof 
("proximate" is defined in Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary - 10th Edition 
as being "close," so clearly, the first rotatable mount is disposed "close" to the 
second end of the first support section; further, all subsequent uses of the term 
"proximate" in this office action will use the same meaning, and all features being 
compared as "proximate" are clearly "close" to one another), a second rotatable 
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mount (above) disposed upon the second support section proximate to the second 
end thereof, an elongated brace (above) having a first end (left end of elongated 
brace above) attached to/disposed on the first support section proximate to the 
first end thereof and a second end (right side of elongated brace above) attached 
to/disposed on the second support section proximate to the first end thereof, a 
first movable support (above) disposed upon the first support section proximate to 
the first rotatable mount and beneath the first rotatable support, a second 
movable support (above) disposed upon the second support section proximate to 
the second rotatable mount and beneath the second rotatable mount, wherein a 
first end of a workpiece could inherently be mounted to the first movable support, 
wherein a second end of a workpiece could inherently be mounted to the second 
movable support. 

Claims 4 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by de Cuadros '203. 
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btac&Cvssi Second 
*Sp«g««tt elongated 
brace member 

Regarding claims 4, 10 and 11, de Cuadros '203 discloses a stand (above) 
comprising first and second support sections (above) each having first and second 
ends, a first rotatable mount (41, it can rotate about the threads) disposed upon 
the first support section proximate to the second end thereof, a second rotatable 
mount (41, it can be rotated about the threads) disposed upon the second support 
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section proximate to the second end thereof, a first movable support (31,31b, see 
column 3, lines 2-3, "pivotally") disposed upon the first support section proximate 
to the first rotatable mount, a second movable support (32,32b) disposed upon the 
second support section proximate the second rotatable mount, an elongated brace 
(above) having a first end (left end of elongated brace above) attached 
to/disposed on the first support section proximate to the first end thereof and a 
second end (right side of elongated brace above) attached to/disposed on the 
second support section proximate to the first end thereof, wherein the elongated 
brace further comprises a first elongated member (above) having first and second 
ends (left and right sides respectively, above), and a second elongated member 
(above) having first and second ends (right and left sides respectively, above), 
whereby the first end of the first elongated member is pivotally attached to the 
first support section proximate to the first end of the first support section, the 
first end of the second elongated member is pivotally attached to the second 
support section proximate to the first end of the second support section, and the 
second end of the first elongated member is pivotally attached to the second end 
of the second elongated member, wherein a hinge (above, 33f , see column 3. lines 
35-52) disposed at the second ends of the elongated member, hingedly connecting 
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the first elongated member to the second elongated member; wherein a first end 
of a workpiece could inherently be mounted to the first movable support, wherein a 
second end of a workpiece could inherently be mounted to the second movable 
support. 

Further, regarding claim 12, de Cuadros '203 teaches the above first support 
section to have first and second legs (2la,21b) each having first and second ends 
(above), wherein the second ends of the first and second legs are substantially 
together and the first ends of the first and second legs are substantially apart, 
and the second support section to have first and second legs (22a,22b) each having 
first and second ends (above), wherein the second ends of the first and second 
legs are substantially together and the first ends of the first and second legs are 
substantially apart, wherein the stand further includes a first support brace (21d) 
having a first end connected to the first leg of the first support section proximate 
to the first end of the first leg of the first support section, and the second end of 
the first support brace is connected to the second leg of the first support section 
proximate to the first end of the second leg of the first support, wherein the 
stand includes a second support brace (22d) having a first end connected to the 
first leg of the second support section proximate to the first end of the first leg 
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of the second support section, and the second end of the second support brace is 
connected to the second leg of the second support section proximate to the first 
end of the second leg of the second support section, wherein the above mentioned 
elongated brace is a first elongated brace, wherein the first elongated member of 
the first elongated brace has a first end pivotally attached to the first leg of the 
first support section proximate to the first end of the first leg of the first 
support section, wherein the first end of the second elongated member of the 
first elongated brace is pivotally attached to the first leg of the second support 
section proximate to the first end of the first leg of the second support section, 
and the second end of the first elongated member of the first elongated brace is 
pivotally attached to the second end of the second elongated member of the first 
elongate brace, wherein the stand further includes a second elongated brace 
(above), wherein a first elongated member of the second elongated brace has a 
first end pivotally attached to the second leg of the first support section 
proximate to the first end of the second leg of the first support section, wherein 
the first end of a second elongated member of the second elongated brace is 
pivotally attached to the second leg of the second support section proximate to 
the first end of the second leg of the second support section and the second end 
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of the first elongated member of the second elongated brace is pivotally attached 
to the second end of the second elongated member of the second elongated brace; 
wherein the stand includes a first rotatable mount disposed upon the first support 
section proximiate the second end of the first support section, a second rotatable 
mount disposed upon the second support section proximate the second end of the 
second support section, a first movable support disposed upon the first support 
section proximate the first rotatable mount wherein a first end of a workpiece 
could inherently be mounted to the first movable support, and wherein a second 
movable support is disposed upon the second support section proximate to the 
second rotatable mount wherein a second end of a workpiece could inherently be 
mounted to the second movable support. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ferris '981. 

Ferris '981 discloses the previous invention wherein it appears the first and 
second movable mounts are respectively mounted on the inside or outside of the 
first and second support sections, but it is not completely clear whether they are 
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in fact mounted on either the inside or the outside of the support sections. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time tine 
invention was made to have respectively mounted the first and second movable 
mounts on the inside or outside of the first and second support sections so as to 
either provide easier access to the movable mounts (if mounted on the outside) or 
to provide greater concealment of the movable mounts for aesthetical reasons if 
mounted on the inside). Further, either configuration would provide sufficient 
support of an object utilizing the stand. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ferris 

'981. 

Ferris '981 teaches the above-described stand failing to specifically teach 
the stand to be formed of wood. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have constructed the stand of 
many different materials such as metals, plastics, and more specifically of wood, 
since such is a common material in the art. Further, the applicant has not 
specifically mentioned in the original specification why doing so provides any 
unexpected result. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed June 9, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Regarding the applicant's response, the only arguments of any substance 
contend that none of the references teach a first and second end of a workpiece 
to be respectively mounted to first and second movable supports. It is noted that 
because of the ambiguity between the preamble and bodies of claims 4, 12 and 13, 
the Examiner has assumed the workpiece is recited merely functionally. However, 
even if the claims were modified so as to clearly recite the workpiece positively, 
the references of Ferris '981 and de Cuadros '203 would still read on the claims 
since member 24 in Ferris '981 and member 30 in de Cuadros '203 could clearly be 
generally referred to as "workpieces" since they are pieces and work could be 
performed thereon, and such workpieces are attached to the first and second 
movable supports. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jon A Szumny whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6824. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-4. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application and 
proceeding are assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3600. 



Jon Szumny 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 
Art. Unit 3632 
June 16, 2005 




